Soccer in Latin American Culture, Literature and Film
Portuguese/Spanish 3005, English 3110: MW 11:00-12:15 pm
Syllabus -  Fall 2020
Instructor Information

Dr. Jack Draper

Department: Romance Languages and Literatures

E-mail: draperj@missouri.edu

Office Phone: 884-5974

Office Hours: Thursdays 12:00-2:00; 3:00-4:00 pm (schedule appointments by e-mail)
Course Description

This course explores Latin American societies, cultures, and questions of national and regional identity as expressed through literary, historical and journalistic writings on soccer, as well as through fictional and documentary films on this global sport with strong roots in Latin American popular culture. To what degree has soccer influenced artistic endeavors in Latin American countries, how has it been involved in nation formation, and can we speak of a Latin American regional identity expressed through soccer and artistic or philosophical/cultural representations of the sport? How does the sport help to mediate Latin American societies’ sense of cultural regionalism or nationalism, and their view of their own place in the world, collectively or as individual nations? How does it influence and/or reflect understandings of class, race, gender and sexuality in Latin American cultures as represented in literature, film and broader public discourse? Course textbooks are listed below, and include a recently updated edition of a literary classic by Eduardo Galeano placing Latin American soccer in a global context, as well as two recent analyses of the national and regional cultural/social significance of soccer in Latin American societies. Other written works covered in class lectures and discussions will include poetry, short stories and crônicas (brief literary/journalistic columns) on soccer. Films covered focus on the iconic significance of regional soccer legends like Maradona and Pelé, but also include broader narratives about soccer from youth to professional levels in Latin American leagues, including: Pelé Eterno / Pelé Forever (Massaini Neto, 2004), Futebol / Soccer (Moreira Salles, 1999), Forever Chape (Zimbalist & Zimbalist, 2018), Maradona by Kusturica (Kusturica, 2008), Linha de passe / Long Pass (Salles & Thomas, 2008), Pelé: Birth of a Legend (Zimbalist & Zimbalist, 2016), and Democracia em preto e branco / Democracy in Black and White (Asbeg, 2014).
Course Requirements

• Attendance/Participation (20%)

Includes preparation, class attendance and participation in class discussions.

• Biweekly Canvas Comments and Responses (15%)

In response to specific prompts related to the most recent section of the course, every two weeks students will post a 1-2 paragraph comment, and then respond to another student’s comment in 1-2 paragraphs.

• Three Analytical Papers: 1250-1750 words in length (15% each; 45% total)

Each essay will refer back to lectures, readings and films covered in approximately one third of the course, focusing on the major themes of the course as they relate to that section’s material. A prompt with more detailed instructions will be provided for each paper assignment.
• Final Exam (%20)

A cumulative exam on TBA. The exam sections will include identifications (briefly defining key terms), short answers, and essay questions.
Required Textbooks

1) Soccer in Sun and Shadow  / Eduardo Galeano (Trans. Mark Fried)
2) Fútbol!: Why Soccer Matters in Latin America / Joshua H. Nadel

3) Futebol Nation: The Story of Brazil Through Soccer / David Goldblatt
Grade Updates Policy and Grading Scale
I record course grades in a Microsoft Excel spreadsheet (not on the Canvas website). If at some point in the semester you want to inquire about your grades in the various course requirement areas, please contact me via e-mail. I will do my best to get back to you within a few days with a list of the grades I have recorded for you so far.

98-100: A+

93-97: A

90-92: A-

88-89: B+

83-87: B

80-82: B-

78-79: C+

73-77: C

70-72: C-

68-69: D+

63-67: D

60-62: D-

Below 60: F

Academic Dishonesty Statement

Academic integrity is fundamental to the activities and principles of a university. All members of the academic community must be confident that each person's work has been responsibly and honorably acquired, developed, and presented. Any effort to gain an advantage not given to all students is dishonest whether or not the effort is successful. The academic community regards breaches of the academic integrity rules as extremely serious matters. Sanctions for such a breach may include academic sanctions from the instructor, including failing the course for any violation, to disciplinary sanctions ranging from probation to expulsion. When in doubt about plagiarism, paraphrasing, quoting, collaboration, or any other form of cheating, consult the course instructor.
ADA Statement 

If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and need assistance, please notify the Office of Disability Services, S5 Memorial Union, 882-4696 and your course instructor immediately. Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your special needs.
Intellectual Pluralism Statement
The University community respects student rights and welcomes intellectual diversity through the free exchange of ideas. Students who have questions concerning the quality of instruction in this class may address concerns to either the Departmental Chair or Divisional leader or Director of the Office of Students Rights and Responsibilities (http://osrr.missouri.edu/). All students will have the opportunity to submit an anonymous evaluation of the instructor at the end of the course.
Policy Regarding Recordings of Class
University of Missouri System Executive Order No. 38 lays out principles regarding the sanctity of classroom discussions at the university. The policy is described fully in Section 200.015 of the Collected Rules and Regulations. In this class, students may not make audio or video recordings of course activity, except students permitted to record as an accommodation under Section 240.040 of the Collected Rules. All other students who record and/or distribute audio or video recordings of class activity are subject to discipline in accordance with provisions of Section 200.020 of the Collected Rules and Regulations of the University of Missouri pertaining to student conduct matters.

Those students who are permitted to record are not permitted to redistribute audio or video recordings of statements or comments from the course to individuals who are not students in the course without the express permission of the faculty member and of any students who are recorded. Students found to have violated this policy are subject to discipline in accordance with provisions of Section 200.020 of the Collected Rules and Regulations of the University of Missouri pertaining to student conduct matters.
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